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ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS GUIDE
LOOKING for the best Christmas 

lights to visit this season?
We’ve done the research for you, 

simply scan the QR code using your 
phone’s camera and it will open 
Google Maps with every featured 
display pinned and ready to go. 

Homes across our region are 
lighting up the night with dazzling 
displays, music-synced shows, and 
festive fun for all ages. Whether 
you’re just planning a family night out, 
a relaxed evening drive, or simply 
want to get into the Christmas spirit, 
this guide highlights some of the best 
displays in the North Gold Coast 
area. 

Some of our favourites are: 
Ormeau, 13 Katandra Crescent,
Ormeau, 3 Rosabrook Crescent
Ashmore, 5 Tyalla Drive
Parkwood, 5 Longcove Place,
Pimpama, 2/7 Moss Terrace
Upper Coomera, Forest Oak Drive. 

To view many more stunning light 
shows, scan our QR code, visit:
goldcoastchristmaslights.com.au/
map or visit the North Gold Coast 
Christmas Light Trail Facebook page.

Local Christmas Food Drives 
Support Those Doing It Tough

AS CHRISTMAS approaches, local 
community groups across Logan 
and Redlands are coming together 
to support families and individuals 
experiencing hardship, reminding 
residents that even small acts of 
generosity can make a big difference.

In Logan, Warm Hearts Warm 
Bellies will host a Mega Free Food 
Christmas Giveaway at 21 Middle 
Road, Hillcrest, on 23 December 
from 7:30am to 9:30am. The event 
will provide free groceries, fresh 
fruit, chilled meat and essential 
items, including pet food, to those 
in need. The initiative is supported 
by Logan City Council and local 
volunteers, ensuring help reaches the 
community when it’s needed most.

More information is available at 
www.warmheartswarmbellies.org or 
via Logan City Council’s community 
support listings at www.logan.qld.
gov.au

In the Redlands, the Redland 
Community Centre is running a 
Christmas food drive, collecting non-
perishable food items and festive 
essentials to create hampers for 
local residents. Drop-off locations 
and current donation details are 
regularly updated on their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
redlandcommunitycentre

Locals are encouraged to donate 
if they can and help spread a little 
Christmas kindness close to home.FULL PAGE
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All you need is 1 hour free a fortnight 
and the ability to be a friend.
Become a volunteer today by

application through:

Funded by the Australian Government. Sponsored by Wynnum Baptist Church.

A C V V S Wynnum
servicing Brisbane South

Tel: 3348 8349
E: info@acvvswynnum.org.au 

W: acvvswynnum.org.au

Make a world of difference to an
older person by becoming an aged

care volunteer visitor.

All you need is 1 hour free a fortnight 
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servicing Brisbane South

Tel: 3348 8349
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SENIOR LIVING Feature
Local Community Programs Helping 
Seniors Stay Active and Connected

SENIORS across Logan, Redlands 
and the Scenic Rim are being 
encouraged to stay active and 
socially connected through 
a wide range of community 
programs designed to support 
healthy ageing. Local councils and 
community centres continue to 
offer low-cost activities such as 
gentle exercise classes, walking 
groups, craft sessions and social 
mornings, helping older residents 
maintain mobility, independence 
and wellbeing.

Logan City Council’s Active & 
Healthy Programs (2025–26) 
include low-impact options well 

suited to seniors, such as seated 
and standing fitness classes, 
aqua aerobics, beginner ballet 
for adults and other gentle 
movement sessions. These 
programs are designed to be 
inclusive and accessible, with 
activities held across multiple 
suburbs.

Libraries and neighbourhood 
centres also offer digital skills 
workshops, helping seniors 
stay connected with family and 
services online.

For full timetables, residents 
can visit: www.logan.qld.gov.au/
active-and-healthy

Staying Safe and Comfortable This Summer
AS SUMMER settles into 

Queensland, the warmer days 
are a quick reminder that looking 
after ourselves in the heat is more 
important than ever, especially for 
seniors. Queensland summers can be 
unforgiving, but a few simple habits 
can help make the season safer and 
more enjoyable.

Planning daily activities around the 
cooler parts of the day can make a big 
difference. Early mornings are ideal for 
a short walk, gardening, or popping 
to the shops, while the middle of 
the day is best spent resting indoors. 
Wearing loose, light-coloured clothing 
and a hat when outside helps protect 
against the sun’s harsh rays.

Staying hydrated is essential. 
Keeping water nearby throughout 
the day is an easy action that can 
make a big difference. Fresh fruits like 
watermelon and oranges can also help 
with hydration.

At home, closing curtains during 
the hottest hours and using fans or 
air conditioning where possible can 
keep indoor spaces cooler. If your 
home becomes too warm, places 
like shopping centres, libraries, or 
community hubs offer a welcome 
escape.

With simple preparation, we can 
stay comfortable, healthy, and still 
enjoy all the fun activities summer has 
to offer.

SMBI SUPPORT FROM COUNCIL 
IS EXTENSIVE AND ONGOING
Following comments appearing in local media about Redland City Council’s 
support of Russell Island, Council would like to ensure our Southern Moreton 
Bay Islands (SMBI) communities that our bay islands continue to be a high priority 
for Council.
For several decades, Council has advocated for improved infrastructure for 
the islands from other levels of government, while delivering an extensive and 
ongoing program of Council services and support.
Projects completed in recent years include Council’s significant contribution to 
new ferry terminals for all four islands, an upgrade to the ferry terminal car park 
on Russell Island, road surfacing (green sealing), and park renewals.
The four island communities across the SMBI had a collective permanent 
population of 7635 people as of the 2021 census, and are important and valued 
communities within the broader Redlands Coast.
Council’s 2025–2026 Budget included significant investment on the SMBIs of 
$6.95 million in infrastructure projects, including a new community building, an 
expansion of the green seal program and design for renewal of two swimming 
enclosures.

For more information visit: www.redlands.qld.gov.au

Grow it Local gets Logan gardening
SUMMER has officially begun, 

and with record rains and plenty of 
sunshine, it’s a great time to start a 
garden project. 

Whether you’ve got a big backyard, 
a balcony or just a sunny windowsill, 
Grow It Local gives you support you 
need to start growing your own food.  
Grow it Local is a national program 
that is free for residents of Logan 
City Council  

The program features live online 
workshops and monthly question 
and answer sessions with gardening 
celebrities like Costa Georgiadis from 
Gardening Australia and Paul West 

from River Cottage Australia.   
If you’ve got a question about your 

garden or can’t identify a pesky weed, 
a gardening expert will always be just 
click away, with the “Ask an Expert” 
featuring offering answers from some 
of the best gardeners in Australia 
within 48 hours.  

Find out more and register anytime 
at logan.qld.gov.au/growitlocal 
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Logan Business Secures Major Grant
A PROUD Logan business is 

gearing up for expansion after 
securing a significant grant from 
the Queensland Government. True 
Blue Glass, a Logan-based glazing 
and glass repair company, has 
been awarded $75,000 from the 
Department of Employment, Small 
Business and Training to upgrade its 
manufacturing plant. True Blue Glass

The funding will allow the company 
to invest in new equipment, boost 
productivity, and improve product 
quality — all while increasing local 
jobs and supporting future growth. 
True Blue Glass

Founder Bill Leavey says the 
support will help True Blue Glass 
continue serving Logan and 
surrounding communities with 
high-quality services, reinforcing the 
region’s strong small-business spirit. 

True Blue Glass
This success story highlights how 

local enterprises can thrive with 
government backing, innovation, 
and community support — a win for 
Logan’s business landscape. 

Tragic Incident at Logan Boat Ramp
A sudden tragedy has rocked 

the Logan community with the 
death of a local man at the Logan 
Boat Ramp. Emergency services 
were called to the ramp early 
Friday morning after reports that 
a 34-year-old man from Tanah 
Merah had become stuck in 
the mud near the water’s edge. 
Paramedics worked to free him 

and rushed him to Logan Hospital, 
but sadly he was pronounced 
dead shortly after arrival. Police 
are currently investigating the 
circumstances surrounding the 
incident. Local residents are 
urged to take care around muddy 
waterfront areas, especially at low 
tide, as hidden hazards can pose 
serious risks. 
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PublishersLETTER
MY CAREER in print media has 

been built on creativity, community 
and a genuine passion for helping 
businesses tell their stories. 
Over the years, I have had the 
opportunity to work with both small 
and large businesses, providing 
support across design, marketing, 
social media management, 
print production and business 
development. From an early age, art 
and creativity were always a part of 
my life, naturally guiding me toward 
a career in design.

I grew up and attended school 
in the Logan region, graduating 
from Loganlea High in 1992, before 
continuing my studies at art college, 
a path that laid the foundation 
for my professional journey. While 
studying, I worked part-time at a 
local printer in Beenleigh, which 
led to a casual illustrator role at 
The Reporter newspaper. That 
opportunity quickly grew into 

a full-time position and later a 
Production Manager role during a 
period of strong expansion for the 
publication.

My experience later extended to 
Falvey Newspapers and APN News & 
Media, where I worked closely with 
independent publishers throughout 
Queensland. Since 2014, I have 
proudly worked alongside Jacqui 
Hammond at South East Weekly. 
While I know I have big shoes to 
fill, I am honoured to continue her 
legacy with the support of my 
family and a strong commitment 
to serving our local community. 
We look forward to keeping 
readers informed with local news 
and events, while continuing to 
provide cost-effective advertising 
and marketing solutions for small 
businesses across the region.

— Rod Drew
Publisher, South East Weekly

Unlock funding: join information sessions 
for new community grants program

LOCAL not-for-profit community 
organisations can learn more 
about Redland City Council’s new 
grants program through a series of 
free information sessions.

Mayor Jos Mitchell said the 
new Events on Redlands Coast 
and Stronger Communities 
grant programs would open 
in January 2026, replacing the 
current Community Grant, Capital 
Infrastructure Grant, Village 
Events and Activation Grant and 
Sponsorship funding programs.

“The new programs have been 
developed to fulfil the requirement 
for a more modern funding model 
that meets the community’s 
needs,” the Mayor said.

“The new categories will support 
the community in offering events 
that enhance the vibrancy of our 
region and providing services to 
support the wellbeing of people 
of all ages and abilities across the 
city.

“Application and administration 
processes have also been 
streamlined.”

The Mayor said eight 30-minute 
information sessions would be held 
between 15 December 2025 and 22 
January 2026.

“The sessions will allow Council 
officers to share information on 
each of the new funding categories, 
with additional time for potential 
applicants to ask questions specific 
to their needs,” the Mayor said.

“With new grant categories set 
to open from late January, this is 
a timely opportunity for eligible 
organisations to register for one 
of the sessions and discover 
how Council can support them 
in delivering events, projects 
and initiatives for the broader 
community benefit.”

More information on how to 
register visit: redland.qld.gov.au
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PDF, JPG or TIFF formats are preferred
Convert text to outline, or notify of font type used
Full page advertising can be supplied with bleed if preferred
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For  Trades and Services Advertising please contact 
our team for more information on sizing & rates.
Ph: 0432 690 097 or Email: ads@seweekly.com.au

ADVERTISING RATES
For all advertising opportunities and availability including premium 
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opportunities and marketing support, contact our team TODAY.
Phone: 0432 690 097 or Email: ads@seweekly.com.au


